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He added that there are many with

less serious illnesses who cannot
avail of the services either.

Fine. Gael spokesman for justice
Charlie Flanagan said the prison
system is a failure as there is no
access to proper treatment and
rehabilitation.

"There are people in prison who
need not be," he said.

"But there are no viable alterna-

such as Cork and Mountjoy which
have been condemned international-
ly are operating, while the opening
date for new super-prison Thornton
Hall is in limbo.

There are 3,681 people in jail
compared with 3,345 last year and
the Irish Prison Service has
confirmed that the system is
"operating at, near or slightly in
excess" of bed capacity.

Currently, 361 prisoners are on

overcrowding would inevitably led
to tensions to violence.

"This problem has been going on
for some time now," he said.

"Mountjoy and Cork are particu-
larly bad for this and it is known that
overcrowding causes tensions."

He added that the policy for a
number of years has been to change
the bed capacity of the prison by
adding additional bunks to cells and
therefore masking the problem. Charlie Flanagan: 'No rehabilitation.'
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