n .
\ said ‘the pmlilem
ind stemmed from a
the Central Mental

I i
e is deemed to be
E::d. they are not

ithe person is kept
Ew:n though they

Fine, Gael spokesman for justice
Charlie Flanagan said the prison
system is a failure as there is no
access to proper treatment and
rehabilitation.

“There are people in prison who
need not be,” he said.
“But there are no viable alterna-

:Lte for new super—-pmon Thornton
Hall is in limbo.

There are 3,681 people in jail
compared with 3,345 last year and
the TIrish Prison Service has
ronﬁrmcd that the system is
“operating at, near or slightly in
excess” of bed capacity.

Currently, 361 prisoners are on

are s while the opemng

to tensions to vio .
*This problem has been
for some time now,” he said.

“Monn?o and Cork are particu-
larly bad for this and it is k:mwn that
OVCrCrD\Vd].'Ilg causes fEﬂSl()l]S.

He added that the policy for a
number of years has been to change
the bed capacity of the prison by
adding additional bunks to cells and
therefore masking the problem.

on

Charlie Flanagan: ‘No rehabilitation.’

Cork City Hall environment deparhmnt'a undercover vehicle, which is being used to capture illegal dumping on CCTV.

Picture: Diane Cusack/Provision
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